April 6, 2009

To: Winnipeg School Division Building Department

From: Lydia Penner, Chair of the Butterfly Garden Committee

Re.: Proposed Butterfly Garden specifications

This is a letter requesting permission to build 2 raised beds on the grounds of the Ralph Brown School property in May, 2009. The purpose is to plant flowers and shrubs, which will attract butterflies, especially monarch butterflies. The gardens will be used as an outdoor classroom for all the students.

Details:


-We plan to build them along the south wall of the portables which extend on to the school yard. (See attached maps)


-The width of the wall is 43 feet, and the two beds will be 4’ X 8’ each, with the narrow side (4’) bordering on the wall. 


-The lumber will be non-treated cedar, bought in 4 X 4 size.


-A cap of wood sized 2’ X 6’ would be built on top as a sitting ledge.


-The width between the two gardens will be 4 ½ feet to allow lawn mowers ample space.


-The height of each garden will be 12 inches (3 levels of timbers).


-We also plan to build a box with a lock on it for a garden hose, to be stored along the inside wall of the hard top. We would paint it the color of the wall and place it low enough that students would not be tempted to climb it. 

The proposed building of the frames would be in late April/early May, depending on the weather. Soil would be put down in May, and a week later the flowers would be planted.

Please advise us whether these plans meet the building department’s approval, or if any modifications need to be made.

Thank you.

